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Woodbury Democrat seeks Calhoun's seat

By John Sullivan Times Herald-Record
Published: 2:00 AM - 03/06/12 
Woodbury — Woodbury Councilman James Skoufis is aiming for Nancy Calhoun's state assembly seat, adding a Democrat to the slate of young candidates out to unseat the vulnerable incumbent.

Colin Schmitt and Village of Walden Mayor Brian Maher, both Republicans, have also declared their intention to run for the proposed 99th Assembly district, setting up a potential primary. Calhoun said she would wait until the redistricting lines are finalized before deciding if she will run again.

Schmitt, 21, and Maher, 26, are both from Montgomery, which could end up outside the Assembly district held by Calhoun. Election laws allow each to run for the seat, as long as the winner moves into the district.

Skoufis is serving his first term as Woodbury town councilman. He was an aide to Roxanne Donnery in her state assembly bid against Calhoun two years ago.

Like Schmitt and Maher, Skoufis, 23, is touting his fiscal conservatism as a contrast to Calhoun's decision last year to collect both a pension and a salary while still holding her state Assembly seat.

"Our current assemblywoman has been making headlines for all the wrong reasons: double dipping our state taxpayers, fighting local elected officials, and missing important votes," Skoufis said in a news release announcing his candidacy.
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